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happy fate of Superſtition, 
that by pretending to too 
=> much Religion, it has ſap-⸗ 
— ped the Foundation of all 
Re : — by deing productive of 
Traditions, that have no being but in a 
binder Zeal, it has levell'd "Y di- 


the. weak. Opinions f bed 8 Ky 
PRIESTCRAFT: has generally been te- 


| puted the Parent of Superſtition, and as 
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f 


* 


r 


. ÄÜW] A] d ¼⁵“d — r r 


15 12 15 e yi ; I TY 2 8 | 55 Wl wa F IJ | 
oY The Traditions of the CERT. 


| of Grandeur and Glory, had not, by their 
means, Tranſubſtantiation long ago juſt. 
led Reaſon out of Doorss and the Pope's 


Infallibility been a more inconteſtable Ar- 


ticle of Faith than that our Saviour died 


to ſave ſinners ; to deny the Prieſts power 


of Abſolution, as damnable as Adultery 


or Inceſt, and not to bow to the Altar, 


as Murder or Rebellion. All their pious 
Frauds and legendary Tales of Saints and 
Miracles, were confeſſedly calculated for 
this end, to aggrandize the Order of an 
ambitions Prieſthood, and to give them a 


dazzling Luſtre in the EY of the Vul. 
Bat. 


in ſo much Honour and Eſteem, but for 


their well projected Deceit of Augurs and 


On, of the Sibylls and Duumvi- 

i: Their Dies faſti and nefaſti, their 
Ebule and their Feriæ were of infinite 
Uſe in the ſolemn Pageantry 3 and the re- 


moval of the profane Vulgar from their 


harrid Myfteries continued an 3 N 


gonad and Veneration. 12 


Tur Clergy of the Church of Rome 
had never riſen tb that prodigious. height 


' THE Paganiſm of old Rome had mover 
kept irs Ground, nor its Prieſts been had 
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Tu E grand Impoſtor Mahomet had now 
lept ungiſtinguiſh'd amongſt the forgot: 
ten ruins og Moral, 90 his 1 7000 


he aw. and Lebe, Voices he heard i in 
the Cave of Hira, and his familiar Con- 
verſe with the Angel Gabriel. 
Tur Fewiſh Doctors had never main 
tained the firſt Poſts of Honour and Eſteem, 
but for their diligently inculcating thoſe 
abominable Traditions of their Elaers, 
which Grotius and Tae quote from 
their Talmad *. 
WAS Religion indeed b but A 
politick lnſtitution, was there neither Re- 
velation nor God in the World, this Pro- 
cedure had been not only tolerable, but 
a 8 ban of future Stent 
ROW: 
|; FOR as « the World was * | 
nad this Prieſtly Domination, there was 
no mighty miſchief done; or if a few cf 
the wiſer- part of Mankind had found out 
the Cheat, it had probably been buried 
in their own: Breaſts. Fax who _ as 
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any Regard to his own Welfare, to his 
Life or his Poſſeſſions, would endeavour 
to undeceive the World in 4 Point, in 
which it is every Man's Intereſt 110 ſhould 
be deceived? ' 15 r 
Bur when we are ſure there is a God 
that ruleth in the Kingdoms of the Earth; 
a God that hath revealed his Will by 1. 
ny infallible Proofs ; and hath tranſmit- 
ted a perpetual Memorial thereof to us 
and our Poſterity for ever; his Word is 
to be ſuppoſed ſufficient to direct our 
Lives and Converſations, and to guide 
us, without other Helps, in the May that 
leadeth to eternal Life. All other Reli- 
gious Doctrines and Traditions, beſides 
thoſe contained in the Divine Oracles, 
are the Doctrines of Devils, broach'd on 
purpoſe to affront the all- wiſe Majeſty of 
Heaven, by making him the Author of a 
Revelation "are and e e | 
for the End deſign'd 1 
Ir the Loſs or Salvation of our "RY 
depend upon what God has reveal'd to us 
in Scripture, as I believe no Chriſtian will 
deny, then that Revelation muſt be ſuf- 
ficient of itſelf for Salvation; or God is 
an auſtere ang cruel Maſter, reaping where 
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be har not ſown, and gathering: Where be 
bas not ſtrom d. . 

"NorTHincG' then can Kite an ambi- 
tious Prieſthood, who tamper with the 
Conſciences of Men, who preach up Do- 
ctrines unknown to the Scriptures, and 
mute void the Commandment" of God by 
heir Tradition, who nave more RENE 
on ol thoſe or aden ey Math; and 
who prefer their Authority over, to n | 
Care of, the Churches, 

War ſhall be done to'theſe' Watch- 

men that are blind, greedy Dogs that can 


never have enough, Shepherds that can- 


not underſtand, that all look to their own 
Way, every one for his Gain from his 
Quarter? Can they ſay with St Paul, they 


ate free from the Blood of all Men? Or 
ſhall not rather the Blood of Numbers 


that have periſhed thro their Default, be 


8 r required at their Hands? 


ONE would think it needleſs to en- 
quire, whether the: eſtabliſh'd/ Church of 
this Nation laboured under the ſame Er- 
rors? A Church that calls herſelf pure 
and reform'd, and her Miniſtry orthodox - 


and Apoſtolical, But alas! tis too true, 


that 
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that this our. pure and reform d Church - 
wants yet Purity and Reformation, - her 
Miniſtry is not ſo orthodox and Apoſto- | 
lical as is generally imagined. z the Spirit 
of the old. Harlat her Mother is not yet 
forgotten; the primitive Thirſt for Gran- 
deur and Ambition reigns ſadly Trium - 
phant3, the Honour of the holy Functian 
is to be defended at any. Rate, and the 
Laity to be depreſs d to harmleſs Beaſts of 
Burden, the inaocent Saccus Ede 
Coat. :. I 
\F88ERE/2fe, withous n * 
the. Clergy. of this Nation, many modes 
rate and brave Men, who make the Go 
ſpel of Chriſt the Rule of their Profeſſi- 
en, and prefer tbe. Commandments. of 
Cod to the Traditions of Men. But then 
there are too many of a contrary Strain, 
haughty and enthuſiaſtic Men, who call 


themſelves, and thoſe of their Order, the 


Spiritual Princes of the Earth, who wieſk 


the Prerogative of God out of his ſacred 


Hands, who juſtle Omnipotence out of 
the World, and ſubſtitute themſelves in 
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Ay SnaLL thetefore in the following 
' Difcourſe erideayour to ſhew, wherein the 
Clergy of this Nation oppoſe their vain - 
and human T raditions, to Kod Divine | 
Word of God. And ibis, N 
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ax 3 | Fab pare” be From. to. preach 

and expound the Word of God, as long as 
there is a Church and a Religion, ſeems 
to me neceſſary beyond diſpute. . For 

While Mankind is a Mixt Multitude of 
Ignorant and Careleſs, of Men of Buſineſs 
and Men of Pleaſure; while there are 
Cares of the World, and Deceitfulneſs 

of Riches, to choak the good Word of 
God, and render it barren and unfruitful ; 
tis neceſſary Mankind ſhould always have 
2 Monitor ready at hand. #6 1 the 
" 0 be mnftant in Seaſon, and out of 
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Seaſon to .reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long: ſuffering and Doctrine. | For how.” 
ſhall they hear without a Preacher? 

II is as neceſſary there ſhould be ſome 
Form of Government, ſome kind of Dif: 
cipline in the Church; for withour it 44 
could be no ſuch thing as Unity, Which 
is eſſential thereto. All the difficulty is, 
what Rule ought to be obſerved in the 
Management of this Affair 3 which mult 
never be left to every one's private and 
diſeretionary Conduct; for then might 
all be Preachers and no Hearers, all Go- 
vernours and none to be governed. Some 
kind of Miſſion is abſolutely neceſſary, for 
the Sake of Order and to avoid Confu- 


| ion, for how 2105 m 1 0 N ye 


they be ſent? 
I KN ow that as our Church ho Te | 


nets and Opinions of her own, with 4 


peculiar Stiffneſs in this Reſpect, ſo to 
oppoſe and contradict them, at this Time 
o Day, is in her candid] udgment, a kind 2 
of Eraſtianiſm little better than Hereſy· 
But regardleſs of a Name, and for the 
ſake of Truth, I ſhall however enquire it» 
to che „ of her Traditions, and 
A W endeavout 
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Writings of the Church, that the Apo- 
miles, after our Süvicurs Death, by Au- 
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thority e c to them, 
an Order of Men, to govern and take 
Cate of the Ohurch, and to ordain * 

ferlor Miniſtets in every Place. Ars lle: 

Ir is no less evident,” that this Order 
bas been continued down in a long unin- 
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Clergy deſirous to perſuade the World 


that ehey have ſomething in them of ſo 


diſtingaiſhes them from the reſt of Man- 
kind, draw this pleaſant Inference in fa- 
vour of themſelves; vis. That E 
Orumat ion is eſſen ential to the | 


God cannot be preached, not 1 | 
ments duly adminiſtred, and con fequent- 
| 3 that there are no true Churches upon 

"Earth, but thoſe of England and Rome: 
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pred SucceMiori' to the peſenk Time, 


and in all Probability may be Conrinüed 
dern till Time ſhall be no more?: 
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b believeth all Things, 
judged, I ſball not now en. 
-quire.: 1 ſhall juſt; obſerve by the way, 
: | that in a Church reform d and eftabliſh'd 
Oeconomy, tis an Inſtitution abſolutely 
4 - _ neceſſary for the Call of ſuch as ate to 
be ſet apart for the Adminiſtration of 
* ſacred things, an Inſtitution laudable and 
9 excellent in itfelf,, and admirably, adapted 
for the Conſervation of Peace, Decen- 
9 =. cy, and Order. But that tis eſſential 
dN . Christian Church is not ſo ea ſily 
| \gravxed... - ene or. town ones tt 
Ts Ar Koiagal. Ordination be an-efſential 
13 Call Fn; head of- W Gol 


q 
* 


| Accounts... Aber 18810 47 6 
— 1 «i 4 4 x 48 - N 1 , ”fY * % f 8 P 3 ' 5 
k v2 4 3 * 18 nne 5 þ 3 $1 bent 
* * 
5 95 28 ** 2 7 
1 —2 *. 84 9 5 « B 26 oþ A, WW 7 1 * * 3 7 "a 
. ; 44 - Ll 2 % 5 f 
p 4 5 . 4 1 1 5 4 Th _ * "IF | 
| Wo F * it was ene bye the 
* = 
* 
2 * 5 EY Þ 6 s 
- oy * — 8 * * 3 4 wy x 1 * * ** 4 * „ 4 1 0 1 * TIT » 
* Ye. * * * DDr N x of * * „. $ „ N * w 4 N 1 7 } Ins q $4 4 + + „ 


228 N * | 3:3 | * 
: *., & * 2 , y \ i ; % | # g 
& 44 $ * 4 A 8 þ 8 4 | 


% © 


3 
. quilite for + ie: Work 
| 40h 1 360% ithapAto» pong f 1 15 N 
5 A0 the fit Thit it was! mnitrtl 
1 | bye Apestes for à poſſtive afld petpe- 
raat"Ocdihance; >) nene: DICH 
0 1 T"SwAaLY beg leave to obſeryret,, 


£ 11 A as Whatever l. inſtituted by. the * 
dinance; muſt be-\neceſſary- and indig | 
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hide and obſcure ſuch Ordinances in Dark - 
neſs and Ambiguities, which are of ſuch f 
vaſt Importance to the eternal State of 

all Mankind. As long as our Cad it 4 


good and gracious God, Full of Mercy and 
Compaſſion, he cannot but make every 
. Thing that concerns the everlaſting Hap- 
es | pincſs'of our Souls, clear, obvious, and ; 
li- | indiſputable.” But that this concerning E- 
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| they err out .of too furious * Zeal, a8 
ſame of us have done? But what, if 1 
of thoſe Saylngs we quote with ſo. muck 
Triumph, ſhould imply no ſuch Thing as 
the perpetual Duration of Epiſcopacy: 
and no more than that Epiſcopacy was 
the ſettled Occonomy of the Soares at 
that Time? 

1 Do not know a more ſauguige 2 
preſſion than that of St 1 . no 
one meddle with any Thing, tho ever * 
convenient for the Church without the 
Biſhop *. Suppoſe this, if you pleaſe, to 
be a Prohibition, that no one take upon 
himſelf the Office of a Miniſter, tho his 
Miniſtry be ever. ſo neceſfary for the 
Church, without the Biſhop” s Ordination: 
What can it imply but that Epiſcopal 
Orgination was at that Time "wg ſettled 
means of ſending Labourers into ke | 
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of governing the Church.” And I could 
ſhew the ſame of moſt of the other Ex- 
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purpoſe, would Time permit, or were it 
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Epiſcopacy, is ſupported, and confirm d 
by the known Laws and Statutes of the 
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ſcriptions, who have over and oyer ac- 
knowledged the King. Majeſty in all 
Cluſt's s 47 over all Perſons, E ccleſraſti- 

gal and Civil, to be ſupreme Governour. 
The Proceedings of the Legiſlature i im- 
ply an abſolute Power to appoint what 
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ſhall judge moſt convenient. Such is 
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overturning "Nations at Pleaſure? lt is. a 
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every Law; and every Ae Act, in 
order to the enforcing a Law, whether it 
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to their Care; fo, 1 fay, are all Laws 
whatſocver. And if the Civil Power can 
make as good Laws for this End, as 
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will net allow reaſonable. ' What the 
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Heaven, whom they think proper at o. 
ther Times a Power of admitting them 
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